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December 1995
News for Faculty and Staff at USF St. Petersburg

•••••••••••

:Dean's Corner:
• Bill Heller
•

•• • • • • • • • • • ••

An open letter to the
campus community

As 1995 nears its close, I
would like to take this opportunity to say THANKS for
another successful year to
everyone associated with USF
St. Petersburg.
We've experienced many
highs this year, such as the
addition of several excellent
new members to our campus
family, a continued increase in
enrollment and the return of
the much-needed nursing
program.
Not to be forgotten are the
expansion of the Ethics Center
and arrival of our first two
post-doctoral Ethics fellows.
We moved the historic
Williams House to campus,
and are watching the rise of
the new Poynter Library and
USGS buildings
We sponsored a wonderfully successful collaborative
lecture series with Eckerd
College and St. Petersburg
Junior College on the Treasures ofthe Czars exhibit.

We've had two distinguished appointments: geographer Harm J. de Blij as
University Scientist and
Scholar in Geography, and
Jim Fellows as the holder of
the Florida Power Professorship. Congratulations to both.
We shared in the loss of
our good friend and colleague
Harry Schaleman, but were
heartened by having had him
as part of our cam pus family
for so many years.
This year was indeed
another success, thanks to
the good efforts of everyone
associated with this campus,
the community and the university. We continue to enjoy
having students who love
learning and have a work
ethic second to none.
My personal thanks to
everyone who makes this
campus so special.
Have a great holiday
season and best wishes for a
most happy new year!

~,~,$#$#~,

• Join Dean for monthly updates
Bill Heller has held monthly
informational meetings with the
support staff since his arrival in
1992. Now, he is expanding those
meetings to include A&P staff as
well. Find out the latest at the next
meeting on Dec. 1 at 8:30 a.m. in the
Dean's Conference Room.
• Insurance reprieve
There's now no need to make a
h asty decision about which insurance
plan best suits your needs. Fortunately, faculty and staffhave an
extended period - until Jan. 31- to
finalize decisions on their health
plans. Provider directories will be
sent to the personnel office so employees will have the opportunity to see
which physicians are included in the
Unisis and Blue Cross Blue Shield
Health Options plans. Call Barbara
Fleischer (9105) for more details.
• Books are needed
The library support group, Society
for Advancement of Poynter Library,
is collecting used books for its big sale
in April. Any donations would be
appreciated, including videos. The
proceeds from the sale will be used to
enhance the new library in ways that
won't be covered by state funds. Call
Lanny Greaves (3401) for details.
• Bayboro free hour
Dean Bill Heller has agreed to
institute a free hour Wednesdays
from noon to 1 p.m. That means
classes won't be scheduled then
See Latest on page 2
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Latest from page 1

unless absolutely necessary. The goal
is to increase student participation
with lectures and other activities on
campus, and to help build a sense of
community.
• Reading festival
The campus was well represented
at the St. Petersburg Times
Reading Nov. 5.
College of Education
students participated
by staffing a table and
providing postcards
for children to write I,S
to their teachers
-~The children were . r.l. ....,.,...,. .':ll
encouraged to jot
down their favorite
books or authors; the
campus mailed the
postcards to their teachers. The
college, with the help from Ruth Short
and Barbara Frye, also organized a
story book parade; student organization members wore the costumes of
famous story book characters.
Ray Arsenault, Bob Hall and Bill
Heller read from banned books at the
festival. Lanny Greaves staffed a table
for the Society for Advancement of
Poynter Library, while Deborah
Kurelik and students from the graduate program in journalism studies
represented the campus at another
table. Many thanks to Ron Strang, who
went above and beyond the call of
duty by spending his day off, uncompensated, to transport and install our
campus banner behind the tables for
extra visibility.
• HarborFest
Plans are under way for
HarborFest, a public festival which
will be held on campus and spill over
onto Third StreetS on April6. Look
for a 5k Bayboro Bulls run, sailboat
regatta, seafood vendors, Poynter
Library used book sale and more.
Details will emerge in early '96.
• The future of education
Bill Heller, who serves on the
Budget Review Committee for the
Pinellas County school system, would
like your input on the future of our
local educational system. Call him
(9151) with suggestions or comments.
• Softball
The USF St. Pete Wharf Rats, the
campus team that competed Nov. 4 in

the annual USF faculty I staff softball
• Happy birth~ay
tournament in Tampa, beat Castor's
The.follo~mg facul~ and staff .are
celebrating buth?ay~ this ~onth: Ltsa
Crew, but suffered a tough loss to
Wharton and Juhe Gillespte, Dec. 1;
Biochemistry. The Wharf Rats include
Ray Arsenault, Ron Bugg, Jennifer
Teresa Woods and John Althausen,
Dec. 7; Celeste Lasater, Dec. 8; Jane
Clarke, Rick Close, Sharlene Croud,
Van Hilliard, Jackie Jackson, Charlie
Donnelly, Dec. 9; Ray Wilson, Dec. 10;
Janis, Dan Keisling, Ed Sanchez, Dave
Cecil Greek and David ~aar, Dec. 13;
Segur, Steve Masciangelo, Ryan Shaw
Feng ~hen, D~c. 15; Manlynn Bach
and Sudsy Tschiderer.
and Mtke Whtte, Dec ..17; Eleanor
.
• More history on campus
Guetzloe and Chunza1 ~ang, Dec. 18,
USF St. Petersburg is arranging to
Letta Ramsay, Dec. 26; Stgne
.
have yet another structure of historical Oberhofer, Dec. 30; and Othell Wnght,
significance moved to the campus. The Dec. ~1. Happy birthday to all!
last remaining Gandy Bridge entrance
• Un1ted Way makes goal
tower, built in 1924, should be transCampus contributions to the
ported to campus sometime early next United Way of Pinellas County total~d
year. The entrance tower resembles a
nearly $7,000. Thanks to all who co~tntoll gate and will be placed between
buted and to Terry R?se, ':ho chrured
the Snell and Williams homes in what
the employee fund dnve this year.
will become a garden. The structure is
• Street party not to be missed
being considered for the National
A concert by the reggae band
Register of Historic Places as well.
Democracy will be held Dec. 1 from 5• Hold those New Year's plans
9 p.m. in downtown St. Petersburg.
The city of St. Petersburg is again
Central A venue between Second an~
hosting its First Night celebration on
Third streets will be closed off for thts
New's Year's Eve. This alcohol-free
big bash, sponsored by
event features exciting art exhibits,
Common Ground. The
theater performances, children's events concert is free and there
and music ranting from jazz to classiwill be food, soda and
cal. Volunteers are needed to help staff beer concessions. Proceeds
this event; the campus has supplied a
benefit local nonprofit
number of volunteers in the past. Call
organizations. V
Sudsy Tschiderer (9842) or Lisa
also are needed to help
Wharton (9561) for details.
serve beer and sell tickets
• Passages
-Bill and Jeanne Heller,
Deep condolences to Renee
Deborah Kurelik and Lisa Wharton
Hoffman, education. Her husband,
helped out in November. Call Lisa
Norman, passed away Dec. 8.
(9561) for more information.
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A conversation with Steve Micklo, assistant professor of education at USF St. Petersburg
What's hot in early childhood
education: The developmental
approach to learning and the importance of play. "Play gives children
the chance to construct knowledge.
Rather than the teacher filling
students with knowledge or demonstrating an idea for them, the
constructivist philosophy lets
children explore the idea for themselves and decide the reasoning
behind the way things work.
"For example, having a child
float an object in water and watch it
either float or sink, and then have
him solve a problem such as 'How
can you make this piece of wood
sink?'
"Even though the child might
not understand density and water
displacement, he now has the
experience of dealing with it, which
sets the stage for greater under-

standing later on. The teacher
enhances the learning experience by
questioning, redirecting and challenging the child to go further. "
Should schools teach morals:
Micklo believes that much of
society has abdicated its responsibility for teaching morals and values to
children, which forces the schools to
pick them up. "The schools are a
reflection of society, but it's not the
role of schools to be parents. Ethics
should come from home and the
community. If schools teach values,
exactly whose values are they going
to be?"
Current r e search: Micklo is
working on math teaching methods
for young children from an early
childhood perspective. Incorporating
the developmental approach, h e
includes exercises to get pre-kindergarten though second-grade children

actively involved in solving problems. For instance, instead of asking
them to simply solve equations like 3
plus 6, this might mean asking them
to determine how many times the
numeral nine appears in a page
number in a 100-page bookwithout letting them open the book
to count them. Micklo especially
focuses on building classification and
logical thinking skills in youngsters.
Rece nt successes: Micklo worked
on the new early childhood undergraduate program to certify teachers
who wish to teach young children.
Since Florida will require pr e-school
teachers to be state-certified by
1998, the new program serves
teachers from pre-kindergarten to
third grade. Now, many teachers are
tea ching younger children while
being cer tified only for kindergarten
and primary grades .
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A survey on E-mail savvy

1) Do you know what E-mail is?

- - Yes

6) How often do you use E-mail?

Please return completed survey to
Unofficial Grapevine, DAV 141.

9) Do you have concerns about
E-mail and issues of privacy?

- - No
- - Yes

_ _ No

7) For what purpose do you use it?

If yes, please elaborate:

2) Did you know that E-mail is

available to you even if you don' t
have a computer at your desk?
- - Yes

- -No
10) Are you:

3) Is your computer hooked up to

8) What are barriers to using E-mail?

_ _ Faculty

E-mail?
_ _ Lack of training
- - Y es

--No
- - Staff

4) If so, do you use E-mail?

_ _

- -

- - No need

Yes

- -

5) Why or why not?

No

Fear of technology
General Comments:

No interest
- - Other

L---------------------------------------~

Don't miss these events!
Dec.l

Nosh Danish with Dean Heller while exchanging ideas about the
campus. A&P staff are encouraged to attend. 8:30 a.m. in the
Dean's Conference Room.

Faculty/Staff Notes
Jim Fellows, business, published "Property Rights and Regulatory Takings" in the October issue of
National Public Accountant.
Danny Jorgensen, religious
studies, published "Conflict in the
Camps of Israel: The 1853 Cutlerite
Schism" in a recent issue of Journal
of Mormon History.
Jacob Neusner, religious
studies, recently published the book
"The Price of Excellence: Universities
in Conflict during the Cold War Era"
(The Continuum Publishing Group).
He also published "The American
Study of Judaism, the Religion:
Progress in Thirty-Five Years?" in
Journal of the American Academy of
Religion.
Jay Black, ethics, published
"Journalists' Ethical Quandry" in the
November/December issue of Quill
magazine, and presented "Ethics in
Cyberspace," with Bob Steele of the
Poynter Institute for Media Studies
at the Society of Professional Journalists' national convention in
Minneapolis Oct. 14.
Margie Carr, police, completed
120 hours of required courses in
crime prevention from the Office of
the Attorney General's Florida
Crime Prevention Training Institute.
She now has earned h er certification
as a crime prevention practictioner.
Steve Micklo, education,
published "Developing Young
Children's Classification and Logical
Thinking Skills" in the fall issue of
Childhood Education.
Ray Arsenault, history, debated state Sen. Charlie "Chain
Gang" Crist at a Tiger Bay Club
luncheon in St. Petersburg Dec. 7.
Barbara Frye, education,
finished the New York Marathon
Nov. 12 (4:14:07) despite battling
brisk wind and temperatures that
dipped into the teens.
Mary Ann Harrell, education,
spotted three typos in the November
issue of Unofficial Grapevine. Her
eagle-eyed attention was rewarded
with watercolor prints of the Snell
House and the campus.

Staff Meetings with Campus Dean

Dec.1

Cultural Diversity Meeting
11 a.m. in the Dean's Conference Room.

Dec.1

Faculty Colloquium
Join education professor Steve Lang in his discussion of "Controlling Bias in Observer Ratings: An Example Using Student Evaluations." Noon in the Dean's Conference Room.

Dec. 1

Common Ground Music Series
Featuring the reggae band Democracy. 5-9 p.m. downtown on
Central Avenue between Second and Third streets. Free.

Dec.6

USF St. Pete Singers Holiday Presentation
Our own troupe of faculty, students, staff and alumni will perform
"Peace on Earth: Christmas 1945" at noon in the CAC. Free.

Dec.6

Wednesday Night Jam
Amateur Comedy Night and Karaoke. 8-10 p.m. in the Bayboro
Cafe. With a purchase of a Coffee House mug ($2), refills are only
25 cents.

Dec. 7

Queens of the Nile
Actor and playwright Nan Colton portrays an archaeologist who,
when she handles ancient relics, imagines she is Cleopatra, Queen
Hatshepsut or Nefertiti. Noon in DAV 130. Free.

Dec. 7

Taste of the Nile Winetasting
Join USF's Pinellas County Alumni Chapter in this fundraiser for
campus scholarships. Egyptian spirits, food, and music are on the
menu from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the Barnett Tower. $20 each or $35
per couple.

Dec. 9

USF Basketball in the ThunderDome
It's a doubleheader - FSU vs. DePaul at 1 p.m. and USF vs.
George Washington University at 4 p.m. Call Lisa (9561) for details.

Dec.13

Operation Santa Claus deadline
Bring all your unwrapped gifts for underprivileged children to the
library.

Dec.13

Commencement Committee Meeting
This is the final meeting before the big day- be there! 2 p.m. in
the Dean's Conference Room.

Dec. 15

Cultural Diversity Meeting
10 a.m. in the Dean's Conference Room.

Dec. 15

Faculty/Staff Holiday Party
Knock off early and party with your fellow workers. 3-5 p.m. in the
Dean's Conference Room.

Dec. 18

Commencement
7 p.m. in the Mahaffey Theater. A reception precedes the event at
5 p.m. Harm de Blij is the commencement speaker.

Dec. 25

Holiday
Enjoy your vacation. Seasons greetings!

